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Welcome to Chemistry I!  All of the world around you is composed of chemicals.  Everything that you use, eat, buy, or touch is a chemical.  This course will help you understand common day-to-day phenomena.  Most environmental, technological, medical and biological phenomena are chemical in nature.  Products that you use and the waste that you generate affect the world around you.  It is important to your future that you make informed decisions and not have to rely solely on the opinions of “experts.” You may change careers several times during your lifetime.  It is very likely that some of these careers will involve science, math and technology and will require that you be chemically literate.  This course is designed to prepare you to enter college chemistry.  It will also give you the background for technical programs at the vocational level.  In addition, it will be a preparation for the higher level thinking and problem solving that is required in college and the jobs of the future. Topics to be covered include the periodic table, naming compounds and writing chemical formulas, chemical equations and reactions, bonding, calculation of chemical quantities, stoichiometry, properties and behaviors of gases and solutions, and nuclear chemistry. 
Grading Scale: Each quarter grade is comprised of homework, classwork, quizzes, tests, and hands on lab activities. A cumulative final exam will be given at the end of the semester. See below for grade breakdown: 
Quarter Grade Breakdown: 



Overall Semester Grade Breakdown: 


Tests 

50%




3rd Quarter 
40% of overall grade

Quizzes 
20%




4th Quarter 
40% of overall grade


Labs 

20%




Final Exam 
20% of overall grade

Daily work 
10%

· Tests:  Tests will be announced in advance both in class and posted on the calendar on the class website. In order to receive full credit, all work should be shown with answers. There are no retakes or test corrections. 

· Quizzes: Quizzes may or may not be announced. In order to receive full credit, all work must be shown with your answers. 
· Labs: Labs will be in class hands-on activities. In order to receive full credit, all work must be shown with your answers and it must be submitted to Google Classroom by the due date. No late labs will be accepted. 

· Daily Work:  
· Class Work: Classwork includes warm ups, performance tasks, participation in group/partner activities, whole-class discussion, and other in class activities; fully participating in class is essential to your success. Class work will occasionally be taken up and graded for accuracy and/or completion. 
· Homework: THIS IS THE BEST WAY TO SUCCEED IN CHEMISTRY. Homework will be assigned regularly to reinforce concepts learned in class. It is the student’s responsibility to have his or her homework recorded in their unit packets every day; make any needed corrections and ask questions when we go over it in class. Students have the weekend to catch up should they have been absent so everyone is expected to be prepared. Homework will be checked in class daily. 
· No late classwork or homework will be accepted. No exceptions.
Attendance and Tardies: Chemistry is a discipline that builds on prerequisite material, thus being present is crucial in order to achieve success in this class. While work can be made up, class activities and discussion cannot be duplicated. Please refer to the Wando student handbook for more details about excused and unexcused absences, noting that if a note is not provided within three days the absence will considered unexcused. Being ON TIME is also vital in order to maximize learning. While the bell rings, the door will be shut and anyone arriving after that will be marked tardy. On a student’s 5th tardy (and every subsequent tardy), they will earn an administrative referral.
Make-Up Work: Note that no late work (daily work or labs) are permitted in Chemistry. However, if absent, students are responsible for their own make-up work. A record of all assignments will be available on the class website and posted on the class calendar. It is the STUDENTS responsibility to ask for any extra help when absent. 
Per school policy, a student with an excused absence has 5 days from the day of the absence to turn in missing assignments for full credit. After that, it is counted as a 0. If a student is absent for a quiz or test and does not bring in a note to the attendance office within 3 days, a maximum grade of 61% can be earned. Students on day-long field trips are marked present in school and therefore do not get any time to make up work; they are expected to stay current with assignments. 
Help Sessions: Students needing extra practice and help may stop by room H-222 on Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 7:30-8:15 am. Students unable to make these scheduled sessions must see me to make a separate appointment for extra help. Test and Exam Study Sessions will occur periodically throughout the semester and will be announced in class as well as posted on the class calendar. 
Materials needed: Students MUST have all materials in class every day.  Student must have a 3-ring binder, pencil, eraser, red pen, headphones (or earbuds) and a scientific calculator. The calculator must be do exponential equations—a graphing calculator is unnecessary but will also work; students can check out a calculator from the media center if need be. 
Classroom Expectations/Policies: 
· Be Polite: This means respect for yourself, your peers, your teacher, and your school. Being respectful also includes having good manners and refraining from obscenities. 
· Being Prepared and Productive: Take responsibility for yourself as a young adult! Be prepared every day with all materials, turn in work on time, make up work when absent, ask questions if confused, and take the teacher’s recommendations as “good advice” that can help you grow as a learner and a person. 
· Be Positive: Don’t be afraid to give an answer or make a mistake. This is one of the best ways to learn. 
· Be Prompt: Be in your seat when the bell rings, wear your student ID, and do all work in pencil.  Use the restroom before class so that you don’t lose valuable time. 
Discipline and Consequences: Any behavior interfering with the learning environment in our classroom will result in the following consequences. 
· 1st Infraction: Warning 

· 2nd Infraction: Parent/Guardian Contact 

· 3rd Infraction: Parent/Guardian Contact and 30-minute detention

· 4th Infraction: Parent/Guardian Contact and Administrative Referral 

· Severe Infractions: Automatic removal from classroom, administrative referral, and parent/guardian contact

*Any infraction may result in a parent contact at the discretion of the teacher*

Academic Honesty:  We expect you to abide by the principle:  "To be faithful, honest, and sincere in every act and purpose and to know that honorable failure is better than success by unfairness or cheating."  I will assume the best about you until you prove otherwise through your actions or non-actions.  Controlling your actions is the most important way to communicate your values. 
Website: I post all classwork, homework, assignments, and materials we use in class as well as upcoming quizzes, test, and lab reports on our class website (www.KovachCHEM.weebly.com). These resources are extremely helpful when you are absent or even if you were confused or need extra help on part of a lesson. Visit it every day! 
*****This syllabus is subject to change at the teacher’s discretion*****
Please sign this syllabus electronically at www.KovachCHEM.weebly.com
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